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rolling breakers of free verse, prove the poet's
mastery of a new fullness of rhetoric, " the beauty
of incantation." Murder in the Cathedral, written
for the Canterbury Festival of 1935, deals with the
death of Thomas a Becket in a manner akin to the
Miracle Plays but with a Greek Chorus. The
action is slight and episodic; the Archbishop
returns from France to await death ; he is tempted
by embodiments of his own past weaknesses ; he
preaches a sermon on the nature of martyrdom ;
he is slain by four knights ; and these defend their
actions to the audience with the casuistry of modern
politicians. Throughout, the Chorus suggests the
bewilderment and desire for peace of simple folk.
The main interest is threefold : in the analysis of
Becket's motives, in the eternal conflict between
expediency and principle, and in the atmosphere
of impending evil evoked by the Chorus through
the stark imagery and surging rhythms of their
odes.

The third play, The Family Reunion (1939), is a
modern study in the Greek idea of Nemesis as found
in the Orestes-plays of Aeschylus. Here the family-
curse works upon a group gathered together for
the birthday of the domineering old mother. The
young heir, returning after the death of the wife
to whom he has been unhappily married, accuses
himself of having murdered her. He is haunted
by the Eumenides (Furies), but is brought to realise
that his crime is linked with the hatred felt by bis
father for his mother, and that he can escape from
despair and fear only by facing his own soul and